
Bouncing to
better lives
Sport and recreation programs to betrialled in Midland aim to
show anti-social youth alternatives to roaming the streets at night''
ADAM BROCKMAN
adamb° curmunitynews.com.au

AN"I'I SOCI.AI, youthswill he hounrert off the strnets
through a series of Slate GoveroamenL-fundetl sport
anti recreatiot t pr os;rams to be p ilo led in ?+Iidjarut.

Sport and Recreation Minister Terry Wa]ciron
said the programs would plan an imporrant role in
the plan to tackle ants-social behaviour in North-
hridge caused by the numbers of young children
roaming the streets late at nigh 1.

"Ini Lial] } use w ill be p i ] o l ing proj ect s in Midland
anti Armadale because police tail Mission Australia
statistics tell us these areas are where many of the
kids',[ a are targeting come from,' he said.

The announcement carne as YI iti]and's sue
Midnight Etasketboll Cnmpetitnon began its second
season ntt Sat.urday night-ide.nttfieel h}"the Minister
as proof the strategy could worlt--'At these. truirtna-
m et t is t he kids are a Lt raced by the fun of baske hall,
hu L part of the dead is I hat the y also at. Lend LL variety of
seminars where [hey leant t import an I life skills.

"We will be investing in each area Lo support ac-
tivities on Fr irtay and Same day nights. '

The ielirtnight Basketball Tournament operates
at Swan Park ],ensure Centre from 7,°Opm to

midnight and rs a partnership between
t.hecit.}° ofSwen,WAl'oItM.{ tTiceof

Crime Prevention and various
youth groups and local

busmrsses. "Tournament coordirtator, Office of
Crime Prevenuan's Lou Wen[more, said .tnecolaLal ev
idence showed a rertueliou in lhell sort property
damage offences in Ballajura. Ellenbraok and Mid-
land daring the eight-wee It period of the first tour-
nament-

I'hn biggest. t hi n o cvc a nhreved W2% 91V1 n E k vI
a safe enuiroumett[ to hang out: and some sat..
different side of life by being involved in a strue
lured environment." he said. "This program
shows theta that it they're serious about it they
can really improve their skills."

I le said t hat one young person wh o had no r
been to school for two years had snrce re.
hnn ed t.o c la ss.

He had won a'hest.player' award and
as he fel L proud, hail a sea se of achieve-
ment and gained oonfidenoL mixing
with a variety of people. he uctual-
ly wante,l to go t o school.

"That tome isenormous-
ly satisfying. as its these
moments that are the
I ife.-c. hangi ng
alias..' I
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`Initially we will be piloting projects in
Midland and Armadale because police
and Mission Australia statistics tell us

these areas are where many of the kids
we are targeting come from.'
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