
WHATôS MIDNIGHT  BASKETBALL 

Midnight Basketball is a commu-
nity -based social inclusion and 
diversionary programme that en-
gages and positively influences 12
-18  year olds .  

The program runs on Saturday 
nights when they are most at risk 
of harm, including self-harm, or 
anti-social behaviour and when 
other community services are not 
available. 

HOW DOES IT RUN? 

The program runs for 8 weeks per 
tournament on Saturday nights.  
Each night: 

Volunteer Briefing:  15v/night.  

Dinner:  for bonding & energy, a 
nutritious meal for the big night. 

Workshop: in line with our motto  

 NOWORKSHOP  NOJUMPSHOTTM 

players must attend the life-skills 
workshops to play basketball. 

Basketball:  players then play 3 
matches of tournament basket-
ball, providing an opportunity to 
build leadership, teamwork and 
conduct skills, while improving 
fitness and focus. 

Midnight Bus Home:  finally, we 
take the players safely home. 
Tired and happy and safe. 
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Playing friendly in Redfern 

Welcome to our first Midnight Basketball Australia Newsletter. 

Having just returned from the amazing Kimberley Region in WA and Northern Ter-

ritory, I am full of news and energy after meeting so many wonderful community 

representatives and the amazing youth of the Midnight Basketball program. 

We are busy working with lots of new communities this year, including Campbell-

town NSW which experienced a massive turnout of 100 local youth in the first week, 

ÔÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÓÔÒÅÓÓ ÌÅÖÅÌÓȢȢȢȢÉÎ Á ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ×ÁÙȦ  1ÕÅÁÎÂÅÙÁÎ .37 ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÅØ-

Australian Olympic Basketball Player (Moscow, LA) Danny Morseu run the first 

ÎÉÇÈÔȭÓ ÄÒÉÌÌÓ ÍÕÃÈ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓȭ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔȢ .Å× ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉȤ

ties this year include Midland Perth, Townsville Queensland, Kununurra in the Kim-

berley WA, along with Bathurst, Dubbo, Kempsey and Wollongong in NSW and 

more. 

Existing communities are also providing fantastic feedback and outcomesɂread 

some of the stories in this issue and more in issues to come. 

We often talk about how our youth participants write their own Code of Conduct 

and I am so proud to report the respect and maturity they display through this proc-

ess as I visit tournaments nationally.  As the youth participants address many differ-

ent  issues and build their life skills, it is terrific to see the advances made. Seeing 

the older teenagers helping the younger kids in their teams, displaying leadership in 

workshops and ensuring that the Tournament Managers and Volunteers are sup-

ported, in such a cooperative manner.  Amazing examples of turnaround abound 

and inspire all.  

I also hear lots of positive comments from community members, including police, 

schools and volunteers, about how they see the improvements in confidence of the 

ÙÏÕÔÈ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÔÅÓÙ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÓÈÏ× ȭÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÏ×ÎȭȢ 

These are wonderful, wonderful young adults and we are lucky to have them in our 

programs. On behalf of Midnight Basketball Australia, thanks for your support in 

bringing it to so many communities; for your hard work and passion, financial and 

volunteer support in delivering this unique community program. 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÙÅÔ ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄȟ ÃÏÍÅ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÏÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÁÂÏÕÔȢ 3ÅÎÄ 

us your stories as we would love to include in future editions.  Until next time  ... 

Tess White, CEO, and the Midnight Basketball Australia Team.  

SUPPORT MIDNIGHT BASKETBALL AUSTRALIA 

As a not-for -profit charity (donations are tax 
deductible) we rely on your support  to 
provide valuable life lessons for our youth.  

Without your contribution we are unable to 
reach those most at need. Please give 
generously to help make every shot count.  
 

Visit:  

www.midnightbasketball.org.au > Donate  

http://www.midnightbasketball.org.au/Pages/Donate.aspx


Midnight News 
 

GEELONG MIDNIGHT BASKETBALL WEEKLY REPORT - WEEK 8  

GRAND FINAL NIGHT, BY BRAD ROBERTS, TOURNAMENT MANAGER  

 

Edge of your seat stuff right up until the last 10 seconds of the night basically sums up the 

Final Night of Midnight Basketball Geelongɀ we really could not have asked for a better 

script if we tried. All bussed away from the night very happy yet a little disappointed as 

it  was the final night of the program. With a total of 81 players from the local area partici-

pating in the first ever Midnight program for Geelong and all very keen to be involved in 

the future. 

Players started rolling in around 6.30pm ready for the big night. Staff at the centre said 

they had players come in around 3pm as they just could not wait for the night to start 

which shows just how keen some of these players truly are. 7.30pm Hungry Hamper put 

on our final meal for the program (who have done a fantastic job over the 8 weeks sup-

plying meals for everyone) and delivered a beautiful Roast meats and vegies meal for eve-

ryone to enjoy- this was a big winner for both players and volunteers. During tea players 

sat with their teams for the final time, some electing to take the time to talk tactics, others 

just enjoyed the food and had a laugh. 

8pm, time to switch on and the whole season comes down to these matches. 1st place Red 

took on 2nd placed White with the winner going straight to the Grand Final with the other 

knockout Final between 3rd placed Blue and 4th placed Green. Red and White played a 

great match and at the end of full time both teams were on 31 points each, 2 minutes each 

way finally seeing Red just get over White to win . . .  

(Visit the website for full exciting report: www.midnightbasketball.org.auɂNews) 

Presentations were made to the Championship side Red and Runners up White straight 

after the match and we also had a chance to present awards to all teams and players. The 

winning workshop team was White. We also had other special awards to players that had 

displayed great sportsmanship throughout the tournament. Each player was very happy 

with their prize and some were quite surprised with their awards. 

&ÉÒÓÔÌÙ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÇÏÅÓ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ "ÏÂ 0ÕÐÁÖÁÃȟ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ "ÏÂȭÓ ÈÁÒÄ ×ÏÒËȟ ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÉÍÅ 

and stacks of effort, we would have never had a Midnight Basketball program in Geelong. 

Bob started work on Midnight Basketball Geelong way back in July 2007 and has put in 

ÈÕÇÅ ÈÏÕÒÓ ÅÎÓÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȭÓ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȢ  

A special thanks goes out to all out Sponsors (Midnight Basketball Australia, Common-

wealth Bank who supplied key funding and also a lot of their staff volunteered their time 

to help out with the event, Victoria Police who also provided key funding to see the pro-

gram happen and also supplied officers to come and be a part of each night, City of 

Greater Geelong who provided the venue and all office/administration supplies, YMCA 

who supplied the referees, GAZE Basketball & Dunlop footwear who supplied 40 pairs of 

Basketball shoes to give away.) Referees, players, parents, spectators and not least of all 

the volunteers - this program would never happen without each and every one of you!  

Also thanks to Nath Roberts from the Uni of Ballarat who helped out each week.. 

I loved having the opportunity to be involved with this program, in some cases it has been 

a real eye opener. I'm really looking forward to Midnight Basketball Geelong 2 later in the 

year and encourage more people to get down and help out/volunteer some time to this 

ÇÒÅÁÔ ÃÁÕÓÅȣ 
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EVALUATION  
 

NATIONAL COMMUNITY  
PROGRAMS 

(TOURNAMENTS) 

First Program: 2006 
 Redfern NSW 

Programs 2006/07: 4 

Programs 2007/08: 10 

Programs 2008/09: 21 

Programs 2009/10: 44 
(proposed to date) 
 

2008/09 YEAR 

Number of youth participant 
attendances : 11,748 

Number of dinners served to 
youth participants, volunteers 
and family: 13,580 

Number of volunteer hours 
con t r ibu ted  na t i ona l l y 
(Midnight Basketball Commu-
nity Committees during the 
week as well as Saturday night 
volunteers): 23,525 
 

CIRCA SURVEYS  

Every Midnight Basketball 
tournament is independently 
assessed by Cultural and In-
digenous Research Centre 
Australia, including a survey 
completed by all the youth 
participants on finals night of 
each tournament. 

ȰMidnight Basketball is a lot of fun 
and it has opened our eyes to the 

potential of youth in our local 
community. Those who were 

ÏÔÈÅÒ×ÉÓÅ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ȬÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÉÎÇȭȟ 
now say hello when we see them 

around town. 
Midnight Basketball is about 

building relationships and 
addressing challenging behaviours 
in a positive and effective way that 

ÂÒÉÎÇÓ  ÁÂÏÕÔ ÒÅÁÌ ÃÈÁÎÇÅȢȱ 
 

Ian Middleton, Housing NSW 
Midnight Basketball Orange  
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Some comments we received: 

 

 

PLAYING IN THE SHADOWS CONTINUES TO WOW  

 

We continue to receive rave reviews of this wonderful film and our thanks goes 

out again to Marco Ianniello and Sascha Ettinger Epstein and the ABC.  Marco and 

Sascha were volunteers in Redfern which inspired them to make the film (Sascha 

also made the wonderful film The Oasis: Australia's Homeless Youth which also 

screened on ABC earlier this year).  

This film was made following the Woolloomooloo Midnight Basketball tourna-

ment and while not featuring the Midnight Basketball program, it is an extraordi-

nary and poignant look into the lives of some of our wonderful youth when coach 

Bassi decided to get the players back together to train for an All Stars game 

against Redfern which featured at the Redfern Midnight Basketball Grand Final. 

Ȱ"ÁÓÓÉȟ ÁÎ ÅØ-pro basketballer with extensive experience working with 

difficult kids, this basketball squad is far more than just a sporting event. 

For the players in the team - 9-year-old Celine, 11-year-old Jaidyn, six-

foot-three Jerry and 15-year-old Ainsley - it is a chance to show what 

they are made of and to prove that they don't fit the commonly held 

stereotype about kids from Woolloomoolloo.  The suburb of Woolloo-

mooloo nestled between Kings Cross and the city is home to one of Syd-

ney's most notorious housing estates. The families of this area are gener-

ally broke and struggling. Ianniello and Ettinger-Epstein's observational 

documentary shot over a year, is a thought-provoking and pleasurably up

-beat look at unique suburb and its young community.  

It premiered at the Sydney Film Festival along with a screening on ABC.  

ñJust thought I'd let you 
know I watched the 

program tonight and was 
moved to tears on several 
occasions.  What a story.  

Besides wanting to adopt 
Jaiden and Celine I found 
the commitment of Bassi 

inspirational.  It was such 
a relief to see the positive 

ending. 
 

If I can support the 
program in some way, let 

ÍÅ ËÎÏ×Ȣȱ 
 

Julie. 

ñWonderful film.  
How inspiring. Great 
ÃÉÎÅÍÁÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÙȢ )ÓÎȭÔ 

Woolloomooloo an 
ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÓÕÂÕÒÂȢȱ 

 

Stewart. 

Ȱ(ÁÖÉÎÇ ÌÉÖÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ 
 in the suburb for a long 

time, so glad that Sascha 
and Marco decided to 

make this film.  
 

I hope Midnight Basketball 
is successful in 

Woolloomooloo and 
ÅÖÅÒÙ×ÈÅÒÅ ÅÌÓÅȢȱ 

 

Barbara. 
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FaHCSIA PARTNERS TO BRING MIDNIGHT BASKETBALL  

TO NSW COMMUNITIES 

 

With support from Federal Department Families, Housing, Community Ser-

vices and Indigenous Affairs, we are bringing the Midnight Basketball pro-

gram to NSW ICC (Indigenous Coordination Centre) communities. 

One of the first locations was Tamworth NSW where we saw a tremendous 

turnout for the Tamworth Midnight Basketball Community Committee, 

youth participants and volunteers to help on Saturday nights. 

The diversity of the community committee is vital for sustainability and 

achieving the program objectives. The Tamworth Committee includes: Job-

link, South Public School, TAFE, Department of Sport & Recreation, Aborigi-

nal Employment Strategy, NSW Police, Tamworth Basketball Association, 

PCYC, Tamworth Regional Council, Rotary, Anglicare and FaHCSIA ICC. 

These topics are from the Tamworth Midnight Basketball Compulsory Life 

Skills Workshops each Saturday night during Tournament 1:  

¶ Week 1: Grading and Welcome Night 

 Development of Code of Conduct by youth participants. 

¶ Week 2: Team Building Skills - Department of Sport and Recreation 

¶ Week 3: Hip Hop Music Workshop - Beyond Empathy 

¶ Week 4: Dealing with Conflict, TAFE 

¶ Week 5: Sexual Health, New England Health, Aboriginal Sexual Health 

¶ Week 6: Drug and Alcohol Workshop, NEH, Aboriginal Drug & Alcohol 

¶ Week 7: NSW Ambulance Service, First Aid and Red Cross Save a Mate 

¶ Week 8: Grand Final Night 
 

Feedback has been excellent and we look forward to the results from  other 

tournaments in this program including Bathurst, Queanbeyan, Kempsey, 

Dubbo and more in the process of commencing. 

Ȱ7Å ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÈÏ× ÐÏÌÉÔÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄÓ ×ÅÒÅ ×ÈÅÎ 
getting their meal, lots of thank yous and you could feel that they were 
ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÈÅÒÅȢȱ  West Rotary Club, Tamworth 
 

Ȱ(ÁÐÐÙ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÔÏ ÒÅÄÕÃÅ 
malicious damage in the community and actively engage young people in 
Á ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔȢȱ  Farmer Bobs, Tamworth 
 

Ȱ&ÁÎÔÁÓÔÉÃ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÒÏÕÂÌÅÓÏÍÅ ËÉÄÓ ÉÎ Á ÎÅ× ÌÉÇÈÔȢ  !Ô -ÉÄÎÉÇÈÔ ÂÁÓËÅÔÂÁÌÌȟ 
kids that we often have problems with were positively engaged and 
participating as part of their team and really enjoying themselves.  What 
a wonderful program! It was very refreshing and important for us as 
police to see these difficult kids in an environment where there behavior is 
positive and they are genuinely engaged in a program that they enjoy. 
Tamworth Youth Liaison Officer, NSW Police 

STAR VOLUNTEERS 
Troy Longworth  

Commonwealth Bank Staff Fund  
 

Through his role with the Staff Fund 
Troy has been a long term supporter 
and has also found the time to consis-
tently volunteer on tournament 
nights in many roles including team 
manager.  

¢ǊƻȅΩǎ ŀŘƳƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŀǊπ
ticipants of the program is enhanced 
by his observation of them as they 
develop through the tournaments 
and workshop programs.   

Troy has also overseen the recruit-
ment of many Commonwealth Bank 
employees to Midnight Basketball, 
with the record currently held by 
Anita at the CBA Kwinana WA branch 
who volunteered for every single 
night of the Kwinana tournament last 
year. 

As well as providing founding mone-
tary support for Midnight Basketball 
in Australia, Commonwealth Bank 
employees provided almost 80% of 
the volunteers for the initial Redfern 
tournaments.  We see this as a won-
derful partnering outcome and con-
gratulate Commonwealth Bank for 
the genuine contribution they con-
tinue to make. 

ȰThrough volunteering at Midnight 
Basketball I have had the 

opportunity to get to know part of 
my community I would normally 
ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ×ÉÔÈȢ 4ÈÅ Ȭ.Ï 

7ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ .Ï *ÕÍÐÓÈÏÔȭ ÒÕÌÅ ÉÓ Á 
great motivator for kids to learn 

important life skills and to be in a 
fun, safe environment playing sport. 

Although it was challenging at first, I 
find it very rewarding and there's no 
doubt I get as much out the program 

ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓȢȱ 
Troy Longworth 
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MARRICKVILLE TERM 4 2008 

PLAYER QUOTES 
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