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Diversion
not collision 

KIDS IN COUNCIL

Increasingly it seems there are 
few aspects of our lives that Local 
Government is not involved in. 
Gone were the days when Local 
Government simply picked up our 
bins and fixed up local roads.  
These days Local Government is 
expected to be involved in almost  
all aspects of community life. 
One of the areas catching the attention of many councils 
across the state is that of our younger section of society – 
the easily bored and sometimes disruptive youths. Here 
we explore a great diversionary initiative that is taking off 
around the state. “No workshop, No jumpshot” is the mantra 
for the highly acclaimed Midnight Basketball program. 

With its roots in the US, the program was a 1990s initiative 
to curb inner-city crime by keeping urban youth off the 
streets and engaging them with alternative to drugs and 
crime. The program was brought to Australia by a group of 
enlightened alumni from the Benevolent Society’s Sydney 
Leadership Program in 2006 who saw the need for a similar 
program here. 

Midnight Basketball is now a national program that helps 
often marginalised youth identify and embrace positive 
opportunities. Dinner, compulsory lifeskills workshops 
and tournament basketball games are run in stadiums on 
Saturday nights from 7.30pm till midnight, providing a 
safe and motivating environment. Saturday nights are the 
highest risk period of the week for teenagers, and says Chief 
Executive of Midnight Basketball Tess White, ‘not only do 
we offer them a safe and stimulating option on a Saturday 
night but by combining sport and education they are 
actually taking something positive away with them.” 

The workshops are a key component of the evening and 
cover issues such as self-esteem and confidence, decision 
making and problem solving, impulse and anger control, 
substance, emotional and physical abuse, financial literacy 
amongst a raft of other issues. Adds Tess White, “we 
regularly see young people blossom with the confidence 

By Lisa Kinahancreating 

opportunities 
 

for our youth
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for your future in government
Funded diplomas. 

Business Success Group has funded places available 
for existing workers in a range of advanced diploma 
and diploma level government qualifications.

BSG offers these courses in a flexible, self paced 
format. Customised workshops tailored to your 
organisation are also available free of charge for group 
enrolments.

Places will be offered on a first-come-first-served 
basis until funding is exhausted. Contact us today to 
secure your place and receive a nationally accredited 
qualification from experienced professionals.   

Apply Now.
Call 1300 666 612 or visit www.bsgroup.com.au
This training is funded by the NSW Government in partnership with the Australian Government.

they have build through their involvement with the 
Midnight Basketball program.” 

Not only that but when the police start commenting that 
a participant waved at them in the street or there are good 
reports coming back from employers, we know we are 
making a difference and breaking down barriers within 
communities to help support the local young.” 

And it’s this community support that is so crucial to 
making the whole thing happen. Midnight Basketball 
provides a very supportive but largely hands off approach 
to each of the programs. The process tends to begin with 
a local auspicing partner, most commonly this partner is 
Local Government as they are usually in a unique position 
to be the ‘hub’ for the other community partners. The 
community then puts together a Community Committee 
with a variety of roles both volunteer and paid that ensure 
the program runs smoothly and is integrated into all 
aspects of the community. 

Tess White is quite emphatic about the importance of 
this. “Its absolutely key that each community committee 
is a diverse group of people. This ensures we not only 
have specialists who deal with youth issues but also local 
business who provide work experience and jobs, service 

organisations like Rotary who provide excellent mentoring 
and support, local educators and facilitators for workshops, 
sporting groups to teach skills and find pathways into local 
sporting clubs, and many more.“

The committee is usually comprised of the usual committee 
roles, as well as some uniquely different ones such as 
volunteer recruitment manager, community fundraising 
manager, personnel manager, logistics manager and a 
youth worker. In each community there is a generally also 
a Commonwealth Bank representative – usually a local 
branch manager. 

It’s this corporate partnering that has given Midnight 
Basketball the financial stability to roll the program out 
nationally and provide each program with a $10,000 
contribution towards each tournament budget for two 
tournaments per year for two years. 

Adds Tess White, “we have been incredibly lucky to have 
had Commonwealth Bank as supporters of the program 
right from the beginning. They took a bit of a punt on us 
but it has paid off in spades as the program is going from 
strength to strength and we are seeing such good results 
in the communities where Midnight Basketball has been 
introduced.” 




