Midnight News

Autumn 2010

WELCOME

Another big year. Congratulations to all our communities and new ones including Armadale WA,
Wollongong and Forster Tuncurry NSW, and Salisbury in SA, for your all hard work and great results.
We will continue to provide all the support we can nationally but you are responsible for running
these programs locally and we observe your hard work and kindness with admiration.

Broken Hill NSW also started with no fewer than 24 volunteers from the Broken Hill community and
Sue Hogan, National Tournament Manager, reports things started with great spirit.

Again, there have been a myriad of profound moments. | observed a Midnight Basketballer being
asked in a workshop how Midnight Basketball made
great support we have this is not a huge surprise. It is wonderful, meaningful and just what we want.

To all our Midnight Basketballerswe love you guys and It Is Fun and Inspiring being around your
energy and desire to learn and improve. We are continuously impressed with your motivation to
voluntarily participate in a positive weekend activity, listen and respect what we ask of you, show
great initiative'and team spirit, and improve your approach, conduct and skills every week.
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TV Radi o Network in the country. Wedol | provide t
' acpé'ss to their vast network ...using the power of the mainstream media to help to change the per-
wﬁ :‘%gption of marginalised youth in communities across the country. Lots more to come on this front.

~ View 20sec bits, just one example in this innovative campaign atww.midnightbasketball.org.au
These are broadcast during News/Sports on TV each week. Our youth and their families love seeing
themselves on TV, it builds their confidence of course, and community feedback has brilliant.

Good luck to everyone for the coming year.
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http://www.midnightbasketball.org.au/

ALECWLTURES PROGRAM

AUSTRALIAN SPORTS COMMISSION ALL CUIRES PROJECT

The magnetic Ral ph Barba from Four Dieg
thetic, talented team to Midnight Basketball in Geelong Victoria to film just what it is
that makes team sport so powerful as an inclusionary community tool, with a par-
ticular focus on youth from migrant and refugee backgrounds.

Our group of Sudanese Midnight Basketballers had a big night, with Grand Finals,

a local Sudanese event, and the filming. But no one was phased, particularly Brad
Roberts the Geelong Tournament Manager a
The film captures the essence of what makes Midnight Basketball a powerful tool,
and communities are reporting more and more that they are having great success
with integrating and engaging teens from different cultural and peer groups across
their diverse communities.

We grade all our teams by a multitude of factors, including gender, basketball ex-
perience and competency, height, age, culture, peer groups, behavioural attributes
(as we say often, 6fierynessod6) and many
required on team work, working outside normal boundaries and peer groups and

appears to be wildly successful.

The Film can be viewed on the Australian Sports Commission site / All Cultures at:
http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/all _cultures/resources/videos
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http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/all_cultures/resources/videos

NATIONAL JOBS FUND NEWS

Everyone in the Midnight Basketball community was terribly excited to get the news about our success in the
Jobs Fund program, an Australian Government Initiative to support and create jobs and skill development
through projects that build community infrastructure and social capital in local communities.

Thanks to the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations, we secured funds to support
the program in communities across the country with a focus on Priority Locations. These funds have been
provided to support the tournament costs with a big focus on community engagement, sustainability and of
course the creation of work experience and traineeship positions and job creation. If you need to know any
more about the program please contact Karen Reimann at Midnight Basketball Australia. (See below).

]

MID'HTY
msmu

e -

s+ Mad food an[d
‘Midnight Basketballer, Geelong Victoria

NELCOME KAREN REIMANN

’ rsee the program we welcome Karen as a new full time member of our Midnight Basketball Australia

. Karen joins us with vast experience in the community and sporting sectors, with a focus on events man-
nt.

* As'National Jobs Fund Manager, Karen will call on her deep understanding and experience in developing and

.implementing community programs that serve and support the needs of communities. She has held roles from
Operations Manager for Surf Life Saving Australia (including running the Goolangatta Gold, [ronman Series
and Australian Championships), Competition and Events Manager at Netball Australia (managing the National
Netball League and Internationals), and Competition Manager with Basketball Queensland (where she organ-
ised the Senior State League, a junior league of 134 teams and State, National and International matches).

.

In a volunteer capacity Karen was involved with Redfern Midnight Basketball and as you get to know her you
will discover many more interesting things. Last week she competed in the Great Wall of China Marathon
which involved the insanity of running a 42 km marathon including the 5164 Great Wall Stairs !!
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HOW DOES MIDNIGHT BASKETBALL WORK?

We never tire of this question. This page is from our Overview. If you would like
more information, email me atTess.White@midnightbasketball.org.au

Each night consists of the following crucial elements:

Volunteer Briefing

Tournament Manager briefs all volunteers and youth workers,
professional referees, security, police, bus drivers, workshop
facilitators and others (around 15 volunteers a night).

Dinner

Players arrive at 7:30pm and are fed a nutritious meal in order
to stay focused and energetic for the night ahead.

Workshop

All participants must attend acompulsory workshop which
focuses on essential life skills, with topics that may cover:
x Nutrition, Health, Wellbeing

x Substance, Emotional, Physical Abuse, SelHarm

x Self Esteem, Confidence Building

x Conflict Resolution, Impulse Control, Anger Management
x Decision Making, Problem Solving Skills

x Communication and Community Engagement Skills

x Cultural Awareness

x Financial Literacy

x Job Readiness

In keeping with our mottoNONVORKSHOMNQIUMPSHAT
players must attend the workshop in order to participate in
the basketball competition.

Basketball

Players participate in at least 3 matches of basketball a night.
Basketball is crucial to success due to its unique inclusionary
qualities as a team sport. It provides an opportunity to build
leadership skills, encourages team work and behavioural im-
provement and improve fitness and focus. Virtually anyone
can play, is held indoors an
youth Midnight Basketballers.

Safely Home

Finally, at the end of the night, a bus takes the players safely
home to their front door.
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